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Nerine gibsonii Douglas, sp. nov., N. appendiculatae Bak. affinis, sed pedun- 
culo breviore, umbella minore forma dissimili floribus paucioribus, perianthium 
segmentis colore dissimili, saminum appendicibus minoribus et forma dissimili 
dentibus paucioribus differt. 

Bulbus ovoideus vel rotundatus, ad 5 cm longus, 3 cm diam, collum formans. 
Folia 1—6, plerumque synantha, filiformia, ad 32 cm longa, 3 mm lata, canolisu- 
lata, tortilia semel vel plura, basi rubella, apice obtusa, glabra, firma. Inflores- 
centia 4—9-flora, umbellata, patentes, ad 10 cm diam. ; pedunculus teres, glaber, 
ad 32 cm longus, 5 mm diam; spathae valvae lanceolata, ad 4 cm longae, 1 cm 
latae, membranaceae; pedicelli teretes, 1-2—3 cm longi, dense glanduloso- 
pubescentes. Flores zygomorphi, patentes, ad 3-9 cm lati; segmentae lineares, 
ad 3 cm longae, 5 mm latae, plerumque 5 erecto-patentes (segmenta serta sub 
staminibus declinatis disposita), marginibus leviter undulatis, nitido-albae, ad 
apices pallido erubescentes, dimidio basali lateris superioris lineamento mediano 
manifesto erubescenti, dimidio apicali lateris inferioris lineamento viridulo- 
rubicundo-fusco; stamina intima, filamentis segmentis brevioribus, spice 
sursum versus curvata; ultrimque basis amplicatae appendicibus 2 (interdum) 
parvis c. 2 mm longis affinis; ovarium dense glanduloso-pubescente; stylus 
declinatus, tandem ultra antheras exsertus; stigma capitatum. 

Nerine gibsonii Douglas sp. nov., related to N. appendiculata Bak. but differs 
in having a shorter peduncle, a smaller umbel of different form and fewer 
flowers, perianth segments of different colour and markings, and having smaller 
stamen appendages of different form and fewer teeth. 

Bulb ovoid to rotund, up to 5 cm long and 3 cm in diam, forming a neck. 
Leaves 1-6, usually synanthous, filiform, up to 32 cm long and 3 mm wide, 
channelled, twisted once or more, reddish at base, apex obtuse, glabrous, firm. 
Inflorescence 4-9 flowered umbel, spreading, up to 10 cm in diam, peduncle 
terete, glabrous, up to 32 cm long and 5 mm in diam.; spathe valves lanceolate, 
up to 4 cm long and 1 cm broad, membranous; pedicels terete, 1 :2—3 cm long, 
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PLATE I. 
Nerine gibsonii. 


(Photo: The Botanical Research Institute from a specimen provided by G. McNeil) 
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densely glandular pubescent. Flowers with a zygomorphic perianth, spreading, 
up to 3-9 cm wide; segments linear, up to 3 cm long and 5 mm wide, usually 
5 erectopatent and the sixth situated below the declinate stamens, margins only 
slightly undulate, glittering white, suffused pale pink at apices, clearly defined 
pink medial stripe on basal half of upper side, greeny-pinkish-brown stripe on 
the apical half of the lower side; stamens arranged close together with the 
filaments shorter than the segments, curved upwards at the apex with 2 (occasion- 
ally 1) small white appendages about 2 mm long attached to each side of the 
widened base; ovary densely glandular pubescent, style declinate, ultimately 
exserted beyond the anthers, stigma capitate. 

HororvPr. Cape Province (Transkei), Xalanga District, mountain top near 
Cala, G. McNeil, Mar. 1966, NBG 85056. 

The species is found on or near the summits of mountains in the Cala- 
Engcobo area of the Transkei at elevations of 5,000 to 6,000 ft. The vegetation 
is grass veld and the bulbs are usually confined to rocky outcrops facing North- 
east and East. The bulbs are usually found wedged between rocks. 


The species was first collected by Alice Pegler (No. 1631) at Cala in Feb. 
1910. This sheet is in the Bolus Herbarium. It was subsequently collected by 
Mr. L. F. Gibson of Engcobo in 1955 and 1956 at Mntunthloni beacon and on 
Qumakala Mountain: SAM 68450 and SAM 68451. The holotype, a carefully 
chosen representative plant, was collected by Mr. Gordon McNeil in March 
1966 and this collection is in the Compton Herbarium, NBG 85056. It has 
also been in cultivation in Engcobo and Grahamstown for several years. 

When first sent for identification it was thought to be Nerine pancratioides 
Bak. because of its white perianth segments and appendiculate stamens. 
Closer examination showed, however, that it lacked the dense umbel, the funnel- 
form perigone, and the square bifid scales of N. pancratioides; and that it was 
more closely related to N. appendiculata Bak. 

Hybridization experiments are at present in progress in the author's garden 
in Grahamstown and the species appears to have been successfully crossed with 
both N. flexuosa var alba and with N. appendiculata. So far the hybrids have 
not flowered. 
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